
 

 
 

July 7, 2017 

 

Secretary Ryan Zinke 

Monument Review MS-1530 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20240 

 

Dear Secretary Zinke, 

 

I submit these comments on behalf of the Las Cruces Green Chamber of Commerce 

(LCGCC), which was formally established in 2010.  We currently have 250 members and 

advocate for locally owned businesses, creating sustainable communities, and protecting 

our air, land, and water.   

 

Since the 2014 designation of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks (OMDP) National 

Monument in Southern New Mexico, the Las Cruces community has experienced an 

increase in tourism, economic opportunities, and national recognition.   The Las Cruces 

Green Chamber has hastened the arrival of these community benefits through 

development and dissemination of an OMDP Marketing Toolkit that helps businesses 

cross-brand OMDP in their business, providing a framework for our local businesses to 

become thoughtful stewards of the Monument and introducing OMDP products, services, 

and programs. Our first two printings of these free Toolkits and included 20,000 OMDP 

map brochures as well as talking points about places to visit in the Monument, posters, 

stickers, and a lengthy list cross-branding suggestions.  

 

Our Marketing Toolkit is now being replicated by gateway and regional business 

organization in other areas of the country, including areas around the California Deserts 

National Monuments and the Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument.    

 

OMDP helped to catalyze and is a main marketing component our region’s “Monuments 

to Main Street” (www.monuments2mainstreet.com) celebration, which will be in its 

second year this coming September. Visit Las Cruces (formerly the Las Cruces 

Convention and Visitors Bureau) has dedicated their efforts to marketing and promoting 

our area across the country through this event, which includes numerous festivals, 

monument tours, and other fun events throughout Doña Ana County.  

 

Through these and other ways, the Las Cruces community and surrounding areas have 

and continue to benefit from the OMDP National Monument designation.  Therefore, we 

feel OMDP, as it stands in size and coverage, should remain intact.  Furthermore, we 

believe it should be removed from the list of 27 National Monuments under review as per 

the Executive Order from President Trump.   



 

 

The communities surrounding OMDP have expressed overwhelming support of 

protecting the Monument in its current size.  The mayors of Las Cruces, Anthony, and 

Mesilla have all issued statements of support for OMDP, recognizing the economic and 

tourism opportunities it brings to the area. They agree that a strong majority of Doña Ana 

County residents are opposed to any changes to the OMDP National Monument.   The 

Doña Ana County Commission and Councils for the Las Cruces, Anthony and Mesilla 

issued resolutions that renew their support for OMDP and oppose any reduction in size or 

rescission of OMDP.  

 

According to a May 2017 poll of 400 Doña Ana County registered voters released by 

LCGCC
1
, 63% of residents oppose any reduction of the OMDP National Monument, 

compared to only 26% who support reducing protections.  The poll also shows majorities 

of Democrats, Republicans, and Independents feel positively towards the Monument.  

Furthermore, three-fifths (62%) believe that OMDP can help create jobs and tourism in 

the county, while 29% disagreed. 

 

The communities of Las Cruces and Mesilla have experienced increased economic 

opportunities, a rise in visitation to our area, and national recognition as a result of our 

National Monument.   

 

Economic Opportunities 

Since the designation, many of our local businesses have benefited from OMDP.  

According to a polling memo from the Partnership for Responsible Business and LCGCC 

taken less than one year after OMDP was designated, 20% of businesses surveyed had 

introduced new products or services directly related to the Monument. Services include 

mountain bike, hiking, van, and helicopter tours.  Products offered include the OMDP 

Coffee Blend from Beck’s Coffee, OMDP Cupcakes from Let Them Eat Cake, OMDP 

Bread Pudding from the Green Chile Paddy Wagon, the OMDP Cocktail from Azul 

lounge, and the Peak Panini from Milagro Coffee y Espresso and the soon-to-be released 

Monumental Wine series from Amaro Winery.  

 

Rise in Visitation  

According to recent Bureau of Land Management data, visitation to OMDP increased by 

102% between fiscal years 2015 and 2016. This translates to more people coming to our 

community, spending money in our local businesses and stores, and contributing to our 

lodger’s tax. Visit Las Cruces recognizes the impact tourism has on our community and 

now allocates a significant portion of their advertising budget to national promotion of 

our annual Monuments to Main Street celebrations .  

 

Furthermore, conferences have come to Las Cruces specifically because of OMDP, 

including the American Rock Art Research Association, the Friends Group Rendezvous, 

and the New Mexico Native Plant Society’s statewide conference.  Each of these 

conferences brings an average of 100 to 200 people to our community.  This results in 

approximately $150,000 in economic activity for each conference including lodging, 

spending in our stores and our incredible Farmers’ and Crafts Market, and eating at our 

restaurants.   
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National Recognition 

Since the designation, our area has been featured in numerous publications, locally, 

nationally, and internationally.  Lonely Planet, the largest travel guide book publisher in 

the world, listed Southern New Mexico as one of the top 10 places in the United States to 

visit in 2016, in part because of OMDP.  In 2015, US News and World Report identified 

Las Cruces as one of the three best “undiscovered” places to retire, also mentionings 

OMDP. And in 2017, Readers Digest listed OMDP as one of the "10 practically secret 

national parks you'll want to visit this spring.”  Visiting OMDP was also covered in 

Sunset Magazine, Huffington Post, New Mexico Magazine, Los Angeles Times, 

Albuquerque Journal, and our own Las Cruces Sun News and Las Cruces Bulletin.   

 

In addition, the Girl Scouts of the Desert Southwest developed and now offers a first-of-

its-kind OMDP Girl Scout Achievement Patch. This Patch has received positive 

recognition from Members of Commerce and Interior agency leaders for to encouraging 

more girls to visit OMDP and learn about their public lands.  So far, over 75 girl scouts 

have earned this patch. The patch has been replicated for White Sands, Mojave Trails, 

Sand to Snow, and Castle Mountains national monuments and work is underway by girl 

scouts in Maine to develop a Katahdin Woods and Waters patch. 

 

Monuments to Main Street Month 

In 2016, as the community recognized OMDP’s second anniversary, several community 

organizations came together to create an annual celebration that highlighted the three 

National Monuments in the area, with particular emphasis on OMDP (and also including 

White Sands and Prehistoric Trackways). These organizations, including Visit Las 

Cruces, organized events in the monuments that complimented the Wine, Chile, and 

Salsa festivals that were already established in the region.  The monuments events 

included horseback and helicopter trips, trail hikes, free Yoga on the Monument, trail 

cleanups, a Plein Air painting festival, and more.  The Monuments to Main Street events 

bring together local businesses and organizations and include health and wellness 

activities, events for youth, and more.  The possibilities for the expansion of events and 

opportunities during Monuments to Main Street Month are endless thanks to the OMDP 

Monument designation.   

 

Lastly, I would like to highlight a few of the Las Cruces businesses and owners that have 

benefitted from the designation of OMDP.  These businesses have either created new 

products, started new programs, or have seen their business increase because of the 

Monument designation.  They continue to be powerful examples of the economic 

connection between protected public lands and local businesses.   

 

Arianna Parsons and Tyrell Thacker, Beck’s Coffee  

Beck’s Coffee was one of the first businesses to create a product named for 

OMDP and capitalize on the positive connection between local businesses and 

National Monuments.  The OMDP Coffee Blend packaging includes one of 

photographer Wayne Suggs’ unique images of popular Monument landscapes.  

The label also includes a description of OMDP on the back, and is a one-of-a-kind 

coffee blend.  The creation of the OMDP Coffee Blend led Parsons and Thacker 

to create other specialty coffee blends that highlight unique elements about the 

area, combined with local artwork, stories, and great marketing on their behalf.   

 

 

 



 

Chris Lang, Organ Mountain Outfitters  

Chris Lang owns a local advertising agency, the LNG Company, and first became 

involved with the Monument prior to the designation in 2014.  As a featured 

speaker at an economic forum focused on creating jobs from a National 

Monument, Lang got the idea to start an apparel company that not only 

highlighted OMDP but also gave back to the community.  In 2016, he started 

Organ Mountain Outfitters, an apparel and clothing company proudly featuring 

the outline of our beloved Organ Mountains on his products.  His business model 

includes donating $2 from every sale to pay for school lunches for low income 

kids.  So far, his business has donated over 5,000 lunches to the children of our 

community.  

 

Wayne Suggs, Classic New Mexico Homes 

A long time builder in Las Cruces, Wayne Suggs has fond memories of his father 

taking him camping and hiking into the areas now designated within the 

Monument.  Using traditional southwest designs in the construction of his homes, 

Wayne has found that close proximity to the Monument has added to the value 

and appeal of his properties.  In addition to his home-building business, Wayne 

has become a highly recognized photographer of unique and rare sites within the 

Monument.  His photographs are featured in exhibits throughout the state, on 

OMDP products, and on the soon-to-be-released Monumental Series from a local 

winery.   

 

Renee Frank, The Smart Living Team 

As a realtor in Las Cruces, Renee Frank has understood from the beginning the 

impact OMDP would have on her business and the community.  Renee has 

represented homes within close proximity of OMDP.  She has found that by 

including the distance from OMDP in the home listing description, she is much 

more likely to quickly sell the home than those listings farther away.  Renee feels 

that by including OMDP as part of her realty business, she is able to have deeper 

conversations with potential buyers about their quality of life needs and wants.   

 

David Crider, Southwest Expeditions  

As one of the longest running outdoor excursion business in the area, David 

Crider and Southwest Expeditions have led the way in applying creative ideas to 

exploring the Monument.  Through his business, David has coordinated 

anniversary camping weekends with full catering and amenities, day hiking trips 

for area youth, helicopter fly-ins to remote portions of the Monument, and more.  

Southwest Expeditions continues to be an active partner in the annual Monuments 

to Main Street Month and serves as a model for other outdoor tour and events 

businesses.   

 

In addition to the compelling stories of our community, we have included documents that 

highlight the increase in visitation, the names of hundreds of New Mexico businesses that 

support OMDP, a recent poll that shows an overwhelming support for OMDP from 

Independents, Republicans, and Democrats, and the impact the Green Chamber 

Marketing Toolkit has had on helping our businesses become stewards of the Monument.   

 

 

As an organization representing businesses in Southern New Mexico, the Las Cruces 

Green Chamber of Commerce believes OMDP should remain intact and untouched.  We 



 

urge you to respect the wishes of our community, recognize the economic and tourism 

increases opportunities resulting from OMDP, and resist any efforts to shrink or repeal 

OMDP.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Carrie Hamblen 

CEO/President 

Las Cruces Green Chamber of Commerce  

221 N. Main Street, Las Cruces, New Mexico 88004  

575-323-1575 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2tAO7GV 


